Ralph De Palma, darling of nute
spoed fana of two continents, gnve
20,000 Chiengo tollowers the thrill of
the season Sunday at IHuwthorne when
hoe drove bis Duosenberg fiyer into the
fence on the west turn while sturting
the twenty-five mile Feature ‘évent,
The reuring car kunockod n dozen specs
tutors. from their high seat, uprooted
severul heavy posts uod practically de-
molighed the fence before (L came to A
stop.

Nelther De Pulion nor the rallblrds
were selrously injured. The pllot was
out over the right ecyo, secutched and
Buverely brulsed, but roported himself
lu good erder that night ufter an unl-
dentified Cleero doctor had given hilm
first ald,

The splll came at the end of n guso-
line afterngon which proved somewhut
of o disappointment to the overflow
crowd which packed boxes, graud-
atand, poaddock nnd every avaliable
lach of space about the milo divt teack,
The fun began when tha thousands
started pouring fIuto the stands to
gearch in valn for ushers and thelr
reserved seats. Perspiring ticket sel-
lers advised anngry ticket holders to
“go nhead and find an usher," adding
“try and do It” (n an aside, Aa a
result the flood was let loose on the
reseryved seat sectlions and tickets be-
cuine merely slips of paper.

Itace officials, lacking suffclent po-
lice protection, could wnot keep the
crowd off the track and huondreds
were In constant danger - from the
speeding cars. Beveral drivers dropped
out of the runulng before the curd was
launched and old (lmers, watching
from the stands, remarked that the re-
maining pilots were working hard to
muke it a contest and revive Interest
In dirt racing Chicago.

“Ilowdy" Wilcox, driving a Duesen-
burg, was (e winoer of the twenty-
five-mdlle race In’ which the accldent
happened. 1is time was 23 rpinutes
nnd 44 2-5 seconds.

Leon Duray In a Duray Hpeclal was
the only other starter In the race
ltniph De Palma and Joe Boyer were
ellminaoted when thelr cars collided
the only other wstarter In the - race.
and Louls Chevrolet was forced to
withdraw because of motor Lrouble,

The iwo pllolts made n race of It
for the ficat thirteen laps durlog
which they alternated the lead, but at
the beglonning of the fourteenth lap
Wilcox pushed his mount into a lead
of five lengths.

Duray pulled up ot the pits at the
end of the lap asod by the time he
had changes sparkplugs and turned up
s motor and returned to the track,
e was hopelessly out of tho race.

De Pulma in o Duesenburg, es
tnbilshed a new record for tho mlle
when he won the five-mlle raco which
oyened the program., He negotiated
1he fifth millo in :51 3-5, one full sec-
ond less than the previous track rec-
ord which was establlshed twelve
yeurs ago by himself. TIls time for
the flve miles was 4:10 2-6, and aver-
nge of leas thnn 062 seconds. Duray-in
lils speclal furnished the competition
i this race and pressed Do Palma for
the lead during the enllre distance.
ile would huve won had it not been
for the remurkable speed displayed by
the Italian In the final lap In which
lie estublished tha record.
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