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MOtO r Boat RaCing Bt ol s ik e e Eree By 0 Cloes

Professionals Drive in First Regatta and Thoroughly Demonstrate That Plans
Originated by Carl G. Fisher Mean Better and Larger Race Meets in Future

By Charles

ITHOUT guestion, the motor boat regatta at Aliami
Beach, Florida, held on March 20th and 21st, was the

biggest and maest specessiul race moot held anywhere,

not even excepting the affairs of longstanding, held amnually
at Detroit, on the Mississippi and clsewhere,  The competition
was keen and close, the entries were numerous, the boats all
fast and of the highest type aml the number of spectators
ashore and afloat was greater than in any southern regatta
in the past. The regatta was well conducted by committees
irom Miami and Miami Beach, assisted by hundreds of yachts-

F. Chapman

men  from the north who made the trip to Miami Beach
especially for the races.

The wea originated by Carl G. Fisher of having profcssional
automaobile drivers at the helm of one class of ten boats worked
out to perfection,  These drivers, nene of whom had ever
before driven a boat of any description, quickly learned the
trick even though thev had less than one full hour's practice
before the start. Their driving in the race was very near
perfect: they were fearless, drove their craft wide open at all
times, made beautiful turns at the buoys and above all acted

i oo T e

Tivaleal

driven by Lowis Chevrolit,

17

wchich wen the Biscayne Baby Class



oy

a0 —— —

i i the Biscay tabies fghting 4 out soem after the start. There boats were ofl painted diFeeent gnd distin Racing fer the MHorace E.
R i yjfl.lr;J:n:r.::.':l-r:' I:l..lll'.'ll wll.{n.'.l'r of o gramd spectacle wi the bouls approached the Brsl tarmng by odge  Memorial  Trephy,

mith Baby Gar i the lead

: ; : : : - ime during the races were there and Reg William's  wom-
like gentlemen and sportsmen, both afloat and ashore. At no time i Tl Bt e r o
any questionable tactics aﬂmrcnl.lwlnth so often mar competition among the so called amateur iy Widyola 11 fl-'ri.'l'-llaT!ﬂf
lass. Therc were no fouls and no protests. : g “ld all the teay. -
k The 1||rir|n'.'i1'jl:1'| class at the Miami Regatta was that known as the Riscayne Babics. These are F‘flrri. ;d}r:i i ﬂ{:rrl;; 1:'1-:
eleven boats of like design and construction, built and designed by the Purdy Boat Co. of Pediiim for Rt i

tancE wmopach of phe Fie
fwelve  mile  heats

Trenton, Michigan.  All oi them are powered with 6 cylinder 100 horsepower 1'|rcrmm muotors
In every way the boats and power plants were a complete success. Before the races. hun-

Secwely wabtching the racea from. the Flamings Dock
Lresrds of apeitatprs bived the shores all ardmnid the
race powede durimg Hthe emtire fre day of recimg

dreeds of persons were taken oot for trinl trins in
the boats.  They are manageable at all Bimcs amd
pive a maximuom speed of better than 400 miles an
howr amd can be throtiled down 1o that of 5 show
walk, At their maximom speed the loats Gan b
turned within: their awil Jevgth,  When raced, e
boats of the Biscavne Class made o wonderiul and
inspiring spectacle.  They were twned ap Before
being turned over to the drivers =a that all the
bosits werp a5 near eqoal in speed as it was himmnl y
possible to make thom.  Willlam Tavior, chief
cngineer of the Scripps Motor Co., spent nearly
three weeks tuning up the craft before the drivers

arrived. “All the boats were put over @ measured
Weight fo wake . for the duference in might of mhe S ot e she WK niosaly, biion
M fayhter drivers careicd @ certain owacunt of  sand and carburcters adjosted wntil all boatz and power
Pallast o order to micke sweaght of afl drarers egual ]'ITHHH- were alike in SilL'l.'d and ROWEr.
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The boats during the regatta were in charge
Tremton, Michigan, Much oif the success of
these two men who worked day and night to
I|."| |:! |1||_| IR T Ihetr ||I Wi 1 L!III e ol the
usnal efficient

keep  the
ol
MEANRCT

In the first heat of the race lor fhe Biscavoue Bahics, Wailk
led the complete distance, Hnishing the coprse of 12 miles
at the rate of 335 W F,oa very roem arkalile  speed
rourse and roungh wi Al n Morton was 4 seconds abéad
e i{-:{r.u_r Fense Fn wins .|'!‘.|.'.||' of Ci

One of the

poewered, boimg i il i F i Fil i Er i
aned Hob Purdy, who dengwed and Budlt all

lich. In the first heat Tommy Milton, driving the boat

Miami Beach madé a game ity lor first e by just

r_r.‘;i_l:in:_: the winner for  th ir= thr Wils

foreed out of the race at thas ot lwoa broken plank

Lasuig 1.|l|:'|.I||1I|_ driving Hialeah niso put up A Eame
fight in the first heat, ronmng fourth over the entire
distance.  Just astern of Jerry Wonderlich came L. L.
Corum drving Coral Gables I, and almost lapmng this
boat, came Ira Vail piloting Venetian Islands. The next

FISHER-ALLISON TROFPHY
3 Heats of 50 Miles Each—March 19, 1925,

Baat Oy 'T me— 15t heat  Ind heat  3rd heat
Baby Gar IV......... Gar “’nud ke 1-03-18 1 -0~ 56 I-11-42
Baby Gar V. voven Lrar Wood, h ....... 1-05-3 Cilledin  1-1240
A T e Webb ]a]r.... 1-36-30 DN F DNGBS

Trophy won by Baby Gar v, 'Str:x:md. Baliy Gar V.
HORACE E. DODGE MEMORIAL TROPHY
5 Heats of 12 Miles Each—March 20, 21, 1925.

B Owmner 15t heat 2odd heat 3rd heat 4th heat 5th heat
Haby Gar 1V « 1Gar Wood. ..., 14-10 16-22 16-23 16-32 16-24
Baby Gar V. .., . {- nr Wood, }I 16-05 17~31 ;;-gi I6-11 15-56

=, 15=58

i'_urty:ga Wilgeld IT R. V. Willeamas. IIS-I1.
Miss Syndicate Assoc.. DN

Dudge
Trophy won by Baby Gar V.,

A minutes, 11 se
consulering  the

wral Galles i1,

of Ned Purdy, assisted by his son Robert of
the boats and whole regatta should be given to
boats in
drivers and

racing  condition.
arcanged in hiw

illgnty

hadl evervihing

Miam
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which is
slowness of the
of Wilhiam Knipper, driv-

driven by Jerry Wonder-

Muorton, driving

Kiteher,
_'-'r.!rmf”n- and a member |;|,II
Lommmiflcs _;f.lr the Jast tem Feary

Commodeors C. M0,
of Hhe 'rize L

starter of the Kegotto, Chaiveian
the Florida Race

FREE FOR ALL
24 Miles—February 21, 1924

Boat Owner Time Place
Lintle Old Man . ... ciwevser s Rodman Wanamaker IIT 31-41 |
BEbE, v e ars s e v oo B VAN by e Ar-58 2
Baby Cub it een-o H. Lyomn.. . MH-02 a
e e O TR R S Col. B, H. R E'rtun eeree. 36401 4
Fleetwood Tr.oooua.o ., TP Btale....... 0. DNF
LH ] R P ) = h DNF

Sphedni mnwﬂmd.upurhm:
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fivesh qlf e of phe heats of phe ]:?l.c.'u_l.'ur Haby (lass,

four bhoats to finish conld be covered with a blanket.  Peter
PrePalo at the wheel of Alos el Mar, drove a remarkable
consistent race, as dul also Kay Harroun in Fulford. Harry
Hartz driving Alladin House suffered somewhat from  iright
aml withdrew on the first lap but Wm, Taylor of the Seripps
Motor Company took the helm and finished the heat.
Tommy Milton, who ran secomd up o the third lap, then
lwing forced out of the race for the time being, was able
to get under way acain shortly bt omot until all the other
boats had passed him and thereiore, the best he could dn,

The racing stable.
cover. They were howled in and oul by o power dervick, an v o few
required for the operabicn
was o fnish in eleventh place.

The first heat of the race for the Biscayne Babies clearly
demonstrated that the race was going to be a great soccess
am] that the idea of having professional race drivers handle
the craft. would probably be the solution of making race
meets more suceessful amd more interesting for the poblie, as
well as contestants, i the {uture,

The six evlinder, 100 H.P. Scripps motors with which the
boats were powered, all stood up in fine shape, and in spite
of the lighiness of the hulls in which these power planmts were
installed, which caused sceveral of them to fill wp with water
on account of hroken planks, the power plants showed no

While tie boats were wod beviig Faced, Hiey socre h‘r_-.l' e ghore, wnder

Im all of the roces, the boats woere bunched hike thu af the omd af 12 miles

tendency to fall down m oany way even though several ﬂt:
them were completely submerged for a considerable period of
time,

When the sccond bheat of the Biscayne Baby Class waus
called a few minutes later, nine boats showed up for the start
The only ones missing were  lerncer-Pease, Wm. Knipper's
craft and Key Largo Club, both loats had come to grict, due
to hitting some floating object bhefore the start of the race.
The beaits were all over the line well hunched with Coral
Ciables I, piloted by Jerey Wonderhich in the lead,  Jerry, by

skillinl maneuvering but fiercely  pushed
by the rest of the 1d, was able to main-
tain his lead to the finish, Harroun in

Fuliord held second place for two laps
but then dropped back o fourth, second
place being taken by Tommy Milton for
the remainder of the distance and third
position by L. L. Corsm in Coral Gables 1.
Fifth position was in dispute most of the
wiy, with Altos Del Mar, Alladin House
and Miami Shores fighting it out neck and
neck most of the way., On the last lap,
Miami Shores gained a shight lead and
finished in fith position with  Alladin
House, sixth. The best that Louis Chev-
rolet conld get in the second heat was
seventh position.  Ira Vail at the wheel
of Venctian Islands Anished eighth.

The third heat alse brought out eight
starters.  In this heat Key Largo Cluhb,
which was missing from the second heat.
was ready to start but Alladin House and
Altos Dl Mar were missing. The lead
in the third heat was alwavs in dispute.
Tommy Milton got away hrst and was
otit in front for more than a complete lap,
when Louis Chevrolet took it away from
him.  Chevrolet set the pace for only a short distance, for
when the boats came around for the third time, lerry Wonder-
lich was leading. However, at the fGnish of the fourth lap
or the hali-way point of the race, Lowis Chevrolet again took
the lead and held it to the fimish, being quite a little distance
ahead of the second boat to finish, Phil Shafer, driving Key
Largn Cluh.  Phil at the finish was 4 seconds ahead of Ray
Harroun, driving Fulford.

A further story of the Miami Regatia will be ished in
May MoToR BoatinG, including descriptions the Fisher-
Allison, the Dodge Memorial Trophy and other races.

minutes time being

RACE FOR BISCAYNE BABY CLASS
6 Heats of 12 Miles Each, March 20, 21, 1925,

Prize Pliice Place Place Place Ploace Place

. ‘Baat ,, Driver Dhwner won 121 heeat Il heat drd heat 41tk heat Sth heat Gth heat  Paints
Hileah.. .. L. Chevrolet Curtizs-RAright Co 12500 4 nDxp i [ 4 3 1654
Miami Beach T. Mileon . . . .00 Pisher Properties. $1150 i 2 DHE [ 1 DNF 1472
Miami Bhores_ ... W. Moron. Shnrelapd Co. ... . 1150 1 5 7 i DxF DNP 1441
Altos Del Mav. .. P, De Palo, Taturn Bros, . ... .. gu7s 7 DNF DXEF DNF 2 1 101
Coral Gables I1.. 1. Wonderlich Coral Gables. &9 i 1 4 5 DNF DXP 1465
Venetinn Islands, Tra Vail . Venetian Istands Ca. $050 P DNF 5 1 3 5 16l1
Corul Gables 1... L. L. Corum Cornl Gables...,. ... EUE 5 3 f 3 f 4 o3
Alladin Houses. . H, Harte Alladin Houses Ca. . 750 4 [ DXNF 4 D&P 2 1w
Key Lamgo Club, Py Shaefer. ... Koy Largo Club Prop $700 DNF DNF 2 4 DNF DXF u7d
Berner-Prase W, Kaipper Berner=Peass Co, SH50) 1 DNF DXF DxP DXF DNF 361
Fuiford. . K. Harroun . Pulfosd by the Sea, L6525 3 4 i 7 4 DNF 1287
Time of Winner 20-11 2001 2004 2042 0-12 11-0%
Time of Secomd, . |, , , . Hi-15 20-07 2034 M- 57 -47 1209
T!—F"EDI'Thil'd..... 0-19 M- 20 2038 210 Ti-08 22-10
10_'"“5“_‘1‘[ Heat. o)) ., W. Morten . Wonderhch L. Chevrolet W. Morton T, Milton P. De Palo
Second o Heat. ., ,,..... W. Knipper . Milton P, Shaefer 1. Vail P. De Palo H. Harta
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