Famous Automoblle Manufacturer ]oms nggms -Tucker

Add-:sd to the long list of great
s names in engineering research and
production now in the employ of
‘Higgins Industries is the illustri-

ous name of Arthur Chevrolet, as

~Chief Test Engineer for Higgins-
STucker Engine Plant. With a back-
,_'_-'grounr:l of a lifetime devoted to
._'t.-zngine maintenance, engine con-
struction, engine design, Arthur
:.Chevrolet has a job ahead of him |
Ay tough as apny he has ever
_..tackled before in his life.

_ Chevrolet — Chevrolet — the
‘name sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
' ‘Well, it should, because back in
{1911, Arthur and Louis Chevro-
“let founded the Chevrolet Motor
Car Company. This was way back
“when automobiles were used, and
‘built, and designed for thrills—
‘ 'when the testing grounds were
the ' speedways of the country.
- Let’s look into the history of au-
tomotive engineering a little bit,
and what do we find:

In 1907, Arthur and Louis Chev-
rolet went into business designing
automobile racing engines for
some of the greatest drivers the
world has ever known. In 1908-
9.10, they were commissioned by
Buick' to build racing engines to

' be used on all the speedways of

“America—dirt track and paved

“gpeedways. These engines, de-
signed and manufactured by the
“Chevrolet  Brothers for Buick,

. were acknowledged to be the tops
in the country.

S ASSEMBLY  LINE GEN-
i IUS—*Hank"” Smith, high-

- speed production assembly
. line genius, is ready to super-
¢, vise production of tremendous
" oguantities of Marine engines,
o f.oodesigned and developed by
A H:nglns -Tucker Engine Plant.

In 1911 after seeing their en-
gines, their designs, their princi-
ples, their ideas successfully com-
peting against the nation’s best,
the Chevrolet Motor Car Company
was founded,

In the ensuing years, it is com-

mon knowledge that the motor |
cars they built rapidly gained fa-

vor among thousands and thou-
sands of satisfied and contented
users of their cars., People found
the performance of the engine, the
comfort and riding pleasure far
beyond their expectations, After
four years of production in tre-
mendous  quantities for thosze
days, W. C. Durant, the financier
of the company, decided to sell
out to General Motors, and the
purchase was finally consummated
back in 1918.

After the purchase by General
Motors, with their finanecial back-
ing taken from them, both Arthur
and Louig Chevrolet were left out
in the ecold, They had developed
a great motor car, they had devel-
oped an even greater engine, but
all this amounted to nothing when
the financial minds behind them
decided to sell them out; and so
they had to begin all over again.

With true American pioneering
spirit, they started a shop in 1916
to develop and build racing en-
gines for some of the country’s
leading racing enthusiasts. Pro-
duction, development, and research
proceeded along in grand style—
50 much so, that in 1920, this lit-
tle shop had grown into a large
factory, which was producing

| Frontenacs and many other rac-

ing engines and even many experi-
mental engines.

In 1820, the Frontenacs they
were building, finally broke into
the winner's circle at the 500-mile

Indianapolis Memorial Day Race, |

when Gaston Chevrolet, the
younger brother of Arthur and
Louis Chevrolet, piloted his Fron-
tenac-Chevrolet designed motor
car to victory.
as a winner of the Indianapolis
classic, was short-lived, when he
was killed in a race on Thanks-
giving Day, in 1920,

Again in 1921, a Chevrolet-de-
signed and built Frontenac won
the Indianapolis speedway classie,
with Tommy Milton behind the
wheel, ¥

These successes:
great deal of enthusiasm for
Chevrolet-designed racing cars;
and in 1921, the brothers began

developed a

Gaston’s  glory, |

Master motor builder, Arthur Chevrolet, one of the
founders of the Chevrolet Motor Car Company, is Chief
Test Engineer for one of Higgins Industries’ greatest en-
terprises, the Higgins-Tucker Engine Plant.
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production on a dirt-track racing | dirt-track car. Some of the great-
cay, which became famous through- | est names in all racing - history
out the world as the "“Fronty” |served their apprentice'shlp on

From the Arctie Cirele to the Equator, Higgins landin :
boats put American forces on the beaches of enemy- helg i
territory.

The above photogr:
boats, built in the City
approaching the beach with American soldiers in Holtz Bay

ST

gh shows three Higgins landing
ark plant of Higgins Industries, =

on the Island of Attu in the Aleutians. Note the soldiers
huddled in the Higgins boats to escape Japanese fire.
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lese cars; and when we look back
r the yvears and hear of Frank
ockhart, who was the proud own-
er of a “Fronty” many years be-
fore he was killed at Daytona
each, Florida, trying to set a
Jinew world’s speed record in a
= Stotz Blackhawk, We find Wilbur
'.S_ﬁﬁw',: Louis. Meyer, three-time
winners of the Indianapolis speed-
way race—DBill Cummings, Fred
Frame, Louis Schneider, and many
others: who owed their fame to
the racing skill they developed on |
Chevrolet-built “Frontys.”

In 1928, the Chevroléet brothers |
began to develop aireraft engines |
of a radical and different design.
The engines they built were four
‘and six eylinder inverted-in-line
air-cooled engines of a type now
being built by the Fairehild Avia-
tion Company, as their “Ranger.”
Then came the depression.

After struggling for three years
to. keep the plant going against
& tremendous and overwhelming
“odds, with financial difficulty stalk-

wfinally called it quits in 1932,
hen the partnership broke up.
Arthur  Chevrolet went to work
or Cummings-Diesel, as a -re-
earch engineer and did a terrific
mount of pioneering on the de.
elopment of diesel-powered en-

. with Miller, in the Miller-Tucker
%Tngme Company in Detroit, en-
ﬁ!ﬂ.ﬂted his aid in the development
o of the “mighty Miller"” engines,
',?- Mighty Millers” are small en-
5 gines used in midget aulo racing
‘cars, capable of terrific speeds and
o renowned for their tremendous
ﬁhwcr. Arthur Chevrolet's work

_“ing them all the way through, they |

here also included the develop-
v meni_; ‘of the Offenhauser midget |
R autc- engine, which has added |
*. many laurels to the men who take |
-'thelr lives in their hands drwmg
these T1” automobiles, which they
-ha?ﬁ to get into with a shoehorn.
- Chevrolet went back to work at
_Cummmgs -Diesel in 1936 and
conlmued te work on his develop-
meni. of diesel-power until he left
there to join Higgins-Tucker at
‘*ﬂ'ps:lanu, Michigan, back in 1942,
" Now Arthur Chevrolet is once
again doing his favorite type of |
'work that of developing engines—
“this time his brother can’t help
im, because Louis Chevrolet died
dlate in 1941.

'.'- 'Havmg built autumubllc eng]nes

v

A Speedy Production Line
Assured At H1gg1ns Tucker

Henry - H. " Smith, uar.lc-nally
known as “Hank,” came to New
Orleans six weeks ago as superin-
tendent of the production line as-
sembly at the Higgins-Tucker En- |
gine Plant.

“Hank"” Smith has a back-
ground in engines and engine pro-
duction that has made him one of
the most famous specialists of as-

reason. to be proud of their per
formance in - our Higgine built
boats. The editor of the Eure-
ka News Bulletin, and all the em-
ployees of Higgins Industries, wel-
come Arthur Chevrolet into the

| Higgins fold, knowing that he will !

make history with Marine engines,
the same as he has made hJstory
with engines of other types,

sembly line production in the
country. His history and back-
ground is like the history and |
background
field. Let's look at the record.
In 1910, he served his appren-!
ticeship with Packard, in the build-
ing of Packard engines. In his
spare time, he was famous at the
College Inn of the Old Griswold

House in Detroit, as the boy Irish
tenor.

In hetween mechanical |
work at various engine plants, he |
toured with Gus Edwards; for the

Schuberts and many other leading |

theatrical producers and managers
of road companies,

In 1914, with the impatience of
youth, and to get a job over with
that had to be done, he joined
t.he I‘rcneh Fnrmgn Legion and

'did engine maintenance and repair

of the autumotwe|p1'01-"”t}" and lives after a terrlﬂc_

served in Africa. In 1915, he
joined the United States Army an

work until he was discharged in

After his discharge, he Bgcan‘ge"
a cotton farmer and was assigned
the task of helping  to salvage

tidal wave, which left 408 persons .
dead in Corpus Christi, Texas, In-
1920, he joined the Lockwood-
Green Company at New Branfels, ?
Texas, where he supervised the.
construction of a fine goods cot-
ton mill, which is ‘today- operat-
ing and. producing Elue Bonnet
Lunghama.

In 1925 hé went to Ssrrncusa, i
as the supervisor of construction
and training, with the Brown-Lipe- -
Chapin Division of General Mo-
tors, who were manufacturing.
gears and differentials for the par- -
ent company. From 1927 until®
1882, he was in his own business

HIGGINS-TUCKER ALMOST READY-—In
the nggms-TuLker Di-
vmmn uf Higgins Industries, Ine,,

the very near future,

“After an engme block has been bored, at Hig-
gins-Tucker, ‘it 15 placed on these trolleys and

duction-on Marine diesel engincs.
a production line bama, most heavy egquipment is
will begm pro- | now installed and iz being tooled,

Designed on

makes a circuit ‘wherein successive purts are
added untll the: engine:is completed



