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Auto Drivers
‘ight Death in
Blazing Racer

Chevrolet and His
Mechanie Travel a Mile
Enveloped in Flames at
the Sheepshead Speedway

Louis

Twenty-tive thousand il
the Sheepshead Bay bpeedway vester-
duy snw twa thrilling
death. 11 wae a
record hreaking. 2

By far the most spectaculnr aceident
af the day vecurred zhortly before G
o'clock, at the completion of the 110th
mile in the 150-mile race, Louis Che-
vrulet, who hed been siternating with
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bis brother, Gaston, in leading the
feld avound the two-mile track  sud- |
denly put on ow burst of speed as he
was  turning  the northwest  banked
curve, As he did z0 his machineg harst
into ¢ mass of fuanies

Tenring alony at two milgs a minute
vluse hehind his brothier, he fashed

| mast the grandstand, his ear a mass of

L CcAmMe

secthing  Aame, For  thirty  breath-
tuking =econds he and Wiz mechanic.
Kenneth Goodson, fought desperately
with eath, while the crowd in the
atapds and upon the infield were held
spollhound,

Standing on the rear cowl the twao
men fought hord to bring the machine
to a stop, while an auresle of flame
seethed  about them. Close  behind
Ira Vil and Ralph Mulford so
cluose thut the tongue of fame which
swept baek of Chevrolet’s cnr slmoat
reached them,

Hubbed Along Wall to Stop

Cheveolel was tupging gamely  at
the emergeney brake, hut his ctforts
seemed in vain., Then he began
odge his burning car toward the small
conercle puide wall that edpes the in-
ficld, Hy rubbing slong the wall he
finully halted the ear's biazing courpse.

As b eame to 4 stop Chevrolet and
| Goodson leaved for their lives, They
| were  badly burned saboat the ATIEE,
| legs and feet. Ambualances were rushed
te  their assistunee  and  surpeons
quickly rendered lirst mid, Afterward

one of the three {en-mile sprints. It
was 10 the fintshine lam, while Lours
and Gaaton Chevroler weres
meck and neek Tor the finish, tha*
Ralph Mulford, in s Duoeacnherg, put
on a burst of speed in the hack-
atreteh and overtook  the  Chovrolet
brothers al the northwest curve.

He huid searcely paassed  the  field
when one af his bires went Aat, This
sent the machine sweenine down the

mnelined track, and at that moment the

tire rod of the machine broke, Out of
coanlrol, it dashed intoe the ground
alongaide 1he Infield, sending up o
shower of alirt in a4 eolumn lwenty
[ feet high, It looked as though both
men hod been killed,

Lowiz  Chevrolet narvowly escaped
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Contivued on poge sirteen

for |

the two moen were able to walk back
to the pit, while the erowd cheered
vigorouzly, u

The other eacane Trom death ne-

curred ecarlier in the afternoon, during

runmning

|
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colliding with the uumdnageable ma-
chine as he flashed by, Suddenly be-
fore the column of dirt had subaided,
Mulford’s ear dushed up the incling |
again, right in front of Ralph de
Palma who was driving a White Spe-
cial, Swerving his car in & desperate
effort, De Palma averted a collision,
and Mulford's, enr continued wupward
until it erashed into the fence. Re.
fore Mulford, and James Lee his me-
chanie, could get out their cur backed
down the ineiine agpain.  As it came
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‘te a stop they jumped out unhurt.

Throughout the day De Palma was
piarsued by ill luck. In the first raece
hiz Packard special broke a conneecting
rod, and ‘he entered the other races
i nthe White ear, |

For 110 miles of the grinding 150-
mile race Louis and Geston Chevrolet |
ran 8 neck-and-neck race far ahead of
the rest of the field. At the end of |
each twenty miles they alternated in |
the lead. Then came the aceident!
which eliminated Louis,

Gaston won the reec at an averame

speed of 109 miles an hour after his

[ over the 150-mile courze,

Mt men had advized him by signal "tr.ri
take it easy.” In winning he broke |
8!l world's records for time and speed |
The previous '

| record was established st Chicago on |

| geconds.,

|

June 18, 1817, bv Ttalph Muiford, whoze
tinmie wam 1 hour 28 minutes 14 01-100
Gaston Chevrolet's time yes-
terday was 1 hour 22 minutes 341-5
geCOTIE,

Joe Boyer finishod second, Tra Vail
third and Art Klein fourth. All three !
covered the 150 miles in botter time |
than the old record. Toland Nichal- |
son was fifth, Dennev Hickey sixth,
Halph Mulford seventh and William |
Veters was called off. 1
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